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that they force a President who has any strength to such
individual action as I took in both Panama and Santo
Domingo. In neither case would a President a hundred
years ago have ventured to act without previous assent by
the Senate. ... In this nation, as in any nation which
amounts to anything, those in the end must govern who
are willing actually to do the work of governing; and in so
far as the Senate becomes a merely obstructionist body it
will run the risk of seeing its power pass into other hands."

To an editor who had commented unfavorably on Senator
Lodge, he wrote on February 23,1906:

" Lodge has violent enemies. But he is a boss or the
head of a machine only in the sense that Henry Clay and
Webster were bosses and heads of political machines; that
is, it is a very great injustice to couple his name with
the names of those commonly called bosses. I know
Massachusetts politics well. I know Lodge's share in them,
and I know what he has done in the Senate. He and I
differ radically on certain propositions, as for instance,
on the pending rate bill and on the arbitration treaties of a
couple of years ago; but I say deliberately that during the
twenty years he has been in Washington he has been on
the whole the best and most useful servant of the public to
be found in either house of Congress.

"I say also that he has during that period led politics in
Massachusetts in the very way which, if it could only be
adopted in all our States, would mean the elimination of
graft, of bossism, and of every other of the evils which
are most serious in our politics. Lodge is a man of very
strong convictions, and this means that when his convic-
tions differ from mine I am apt to substitute the words
'narrow' and 'obstinate' for 'strong'; and he has a certain
aloofness and coldness of manner that irritate people who
don't live in New England. But he is an eminently fit suc-
cessor of Webster and Sumner in the Senatorship of Mass-
achusetts. He is a bigger man than Sumner, but of course
he has not dealt with any such crisis as Sumner dealt with.